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At the State Department, some 
hut not all of the pertinent informa- 
tion about Chile’s secret missions 
was turned over to the FBI on Oct. 
22, one month after the assassina- 
tion. The information included 
copies of the photographs of 
“Romeral” and “Williams” and the 
fact that two men using those names 
and official Chilean passports had 
entered Miami on Aug. 22 (but not 
that they had also come to Washing- 
ton). 

But the ‘‘Romeral- Williams” in- 
formation and photographs played 
no active role for the first 10 months 
of the FBI investigation. When, in 
July 1977, the photographs were fi- 
nally put to use, the “Williams” pic-’ 
ture was identified and the case was 
on the way to being solved. The man 
in the picture, Michael Townley, was 
turned over to the FBI the following* 
March in accord with a secret agree- 
ment signed by Chile under heavy 


U.S. diplomatic pressure. Townley 
confessed and became the prosecu- 
tion’s chief witness. 

□ □ 

In the course of the investigation, 
there were at least five cases of with- 
holding, destruction or concealment 
of key evidentiary documents. These 
incidents raise the possibility that 
an attempt was made from within 
the U.S. government to sabotage the 
FBI investigation and .divert its 


focus away from Chile’s military 
government 

1. For more than a year after the 
assassination, Assistant U.S. Attor- 
ney Propper and the FBI did not re- 
ceive Ambassador Landau’s cable to 
Vernon Walters fully explaining the 
Paraguay incident. 

2. State Department Chile desk 
officer Robert. Driscoll, who told a 
•superior in a memo that “RomeraP* 
and “Williams” were in Washington 
around the time of the assassination, 
ignored instructions to inform the 
FBL The memo was given to the 
FBI from Chile desk files more than 
a year after the assassination. 

3. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service information — based on 1-94 
forms filled out by all foreigners en- 
tering the United States — on three 
of the five members of DINA’s as- 
sassination missions were removed 
from INS computers. The missing 
listings were “Romeral,” “Williams 44 
(the Aug. 22 Miami entry with Chil- 
ean passports) and “Hans Petersen” 
(the name used by Townley to enter 
New York Sept 9, 1976). Moreover, 
INS officials conducted a file search 
in 1979 and discovered the disap- 
pearance of all paperwork that nor- 
mally would accompany lookout no- 
tices such as those the State Depart- 
ment ordered posted for “Romeral’* 
and “Williams.” 

4. Someone with access to U.S. 
citizen registration files in the U.S, 
consulate in Santiago removed the 
photograph of Townley on file there. 

5. Other evidence in the consulate 
files was destroyed as well. After 
Townley’s expulsion, FBI agent 
Scherrer discovered that U.S. Con- 


sul Josiah Brownell had ordered the 
shredding of consular files that 
would have included the letters from 
the Chilean Foreign Ministry re- 
questing visas for agents “ H a ns 
Petersen,” “Armando Faundez” and 
“Liliana Walker.” In mid-1977, 
Scherrer had warned Brownell that 
the files might contain evidence in 
the Letelier case and should not be 
destroyed. 

□ □ 

The unanswered questions do not 
diminish the achievement of the U. 
S. investigators who solved the as- 
sassination and whose evidence 
stood the test of a jury trial in which 
three Cuban exile accomplices were 
convicted. But the actions taken 
willfully to divert the investigation 
from its course and delay it for at 
least a year are also crimes. Those * 1 2 3 4 5 
actions should be subject to the 
same scrutiny as the assassination 
itself. If there are innocent explana- 
tions, they should be made public 
along with all relevant documenta- 
tion in the case. Only then will the 
prosecution of the .Letelier-Moffitt 
murders stand as untainted exam- 
ples of the triumph of American jus- 
tice. 




